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St. Albans's Operatic Society has a well deserved good reputation for the
standard of their nusicals, and Martin Knight's enjoyabl e production of
"Charlie Grl" was no exception

It was good to see the notices Front of House and in the programre warni ng
t he audi ence of the bang and flash in Act 1 (did it happen at each
performance?) and use of strobe lighting in Act 2. Sone societies still fai
to give this warning.

The orchestra. under the direction of Stuart Harding, was excellent, an
superb set of nusicians playing expertly, well controlled and al ways
synpat hetic to the singers.

The " Souvenir Brochure” programe was a good i dea.

I liked the staging of the opening which built up well. "The Mdst Ancestra
Hone of All", was well sung by everyone. David and Peter Barker were ideally
cast as the two nmal e tour guides, Jerry and Pete. The fermal e guides Fred and
Sam (Julia Smith and Carolyn Arthur) | ooked nore like girl guides in their
uni forns. The children were used well and | liked the various famly and
group arrangements.

Lady Hadwel | 's three daughters were delightful. Xanthe Johnstone, was idea
playing the title role of Charlie Grl. | liked her interaction with Jack
and Joe. "Like Love" was very enjoyabl e but, on Thursday night. "Bells WII
Ri ng" was spoiled by sone distortion fromthe sound enhancenment system
(however, there was sonme very good off stage singing fromthe chorus and
good accomnpani nent fromthe orchestra). As the tonboy of the famly her
accent was less "top drawer" than her sisters.

It was necessary for her cap to cover her hair but unfortunately it also
covered her face and masked her expressions, and she | ooked far too clean to
have been tinkering with a notor bike. She | ooked absolutely |ovely when
"transforned" for the ball and danced wel|l.

Lady Fiona (Carla Tans) was nost inpressive, giving an appropriately O T.T.
performance with a very "upper crust" accent displaying her acting and
dancing ability and singing well.

Clare Pettet playing Lady Penel ope al so worked hard all evening, singing and
movi ng well. Her accent was al so appropriately OT.T.

Peter Jones was absolutely superb as Nicholas Wainwight. H s accent and
general mannerisns were wonderful, (rem niscent of Derek Ninmo in the
original production) and he displayed great versatility, singing, dancing
and even di spl ayed his suppl eness whil st practising yoga. | liked his
delivery of "Football Results"

Anot her very good performer on Thursday was Robert MIner, he acted with
confidence and had excellent timng and al so noved and sang well and was
ideally cast as Joe Studholne. | particularly enjoyed "My Favourite
Cccupation” and , of course, one of the highlights of the evening was Joe
| eading the chorus in the exciting “Fish and Chips” in Act two.

Joe and Vainright interacted well together and | |iked both their singing
and nmovenent in "Charlie Grl" and "I Ates Mpney" Susan Brodi e | ooked just

NODA LONDON For Servicesto Amateur Theatre



right as Lady Hadwell, elegant with an inpeccable accent and she noved wel |,
however, at tinmes her dial ogue | acked conviction and timng was slow
(especially the. dialogue between Kay and Lady Hadwel I). but their voices

bl ended beautifully in “Let's Do A Deal ".

The ot her superb performers on Thursday were the Connor famly. John Dell,
pl ayi ng Jack Connor, sang well and acted with confidence, such an easy
manner on stage. He maintained his accent well as did his "nother" Kay
Connor, played with great verve by Jane Forster, who gave an ani nated
performance throughout the evening, "Wat Wuld | Get FromBeing Married U
was sung well by both of them wth superb diction and nice novenent. (The
bedroom set | ooked somewhat sparse).

"The Party of a Lifetine" was one of the highlights of the evening. | |oved
Kay Connor's bl uesy voice and the choreography was dynam c and chorus
nmovenent full of energy.

Thr oughout the evening the chorus worked hard and sang well, but the nmen's

chorus excell ed thensel ves acconpanying Lady Hadwell in "I was Young"

liked the staging for this nunber. The society is fortunate to have so many
good dancers in the cast, and they all |ooked | ovely but the dance routine

"Soci ety Exposed | asted too |ong.

Arthur Harris and Tug WIlson were two affably roughi sh suspici ous characters
and Scott Lear a showed his versatility playi ng Sasaki

Overall the production was very enjoyabl e and choreography effective, but
the show itself needed "pruning . Act One seened |ong and | acked the energy
of Act Two. Cenerally the lighting was good, especially the fade with spot
on 'Joe in Act One, but at tines faces were in shadow, masking facial
expressions. The "strobe" was effective, but lasted too |ong.

Some of the minor characters could not be heard, and there was distortion
wi th the sound system at tines booming but at others difficult to hear.

Never the less, it was a nost enjoyabl e evening' s entertainnent.

Thank you for your hospitality and an especial thank you to Mary Myers.

NODA LONDON For Servicesto Amateur Theatre



	Society

