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This col ourful show opened with an up tenpo overture played by a superb
orchestra (what el se could you expect with Peter Holt as Musical Director)
on to one of the finest sets | have seen at an amateur production. | would
however have liked this set to be revealed in all its glory as the tabs
opened as it | ooked so much better fully lit. It may be that physica
limtations of so large a set nade this inpossible.

Peter Stearn made an excell ent Vandergel der with good strong projection and
a chance to show what a good voi ce he has. The accent was strongly upheld

t hroughout the show and little touches like his hair parted in the mddle
gave made the character so nuch nore believable. Unfortunately there seened
to be sone trouble with his mke during the second act which nmuffled the
Voi ce.

As Cornelius Hackl, John Dell gave a conmmandi ng performance showi ng his
talents as a singer and dancer and his rendition of "It only takes a nonent”
was very well sung. His timng was excellent, especially in the antics in

t he hat shop scene, and brought |aughter fromthe audi ence. He was al so

hel ped by having an excellent partner in Robert Wgramas the gormnl ess

Bar naby who | ooked so natural on stage and showed how lucky it is that
St. Al bans has a Youth Musical Theatre to bring on young talent.

I was very inpressed with Julie Martin as Mnnie Pay. Her opening speech,
al one on stage, was very active and exhilarating, imediately captivating
t he audi ence. She | ooked stunning on stage, enhanced by the wonderful
costunme especially in the final scene.

Ms.Mlloy (Care Basinger) had a chance to sing a beautiful song in

"Ri bbons Down ny Back" and she seized it with both hands, giving the song
such poi gnancy and neaning. It was beautifully sung and her dancing talents
were used to the full in “El egance” and “Danci ng". However her diction could
have been nore pronounced and her accent at tines slipped.

Charl otte Rhodes Chanberlin nmade a very inposing Dolly. She | ooked
wonderful, has a beautiful singing voice and noves well and had sone

exqui site hand novenents. She was not helped in the second act by problens
wi th her m crophone giving an echo to her lovely voice. On Friday night
initially her dialogue was very fast (rem niscent of Barbra Streisand in the
film Wilst this fast dial ogue can be shown in close up on film on stage,
where the audience is perhaps twenty yards away it sonetines appears gabbl ed
and the words not distinct enough to be heard and sone tke gags are |ost).

At times | felt that she was not sufficiently larger than life, (after all
the original Dolly was played by Carol Channing who was al ways over the top)
She | ooked far too young to have had the |ife experiences of Dolly Levi.

There are sone excellent opportunities for caneo roles in this piece and
there were several fine portrayals given. Cive Wbb as the effete Anbrose
Kenper (I al nost expected himto have an artists brush and pal ette hidden
behi nd his back. David Berridge, |ooking |like Kaiser Bill Rudol ph

Rei senwebber and Karen Thorp as the spoilt continually crying Ernengarde
al | gave good performances. Jane Porster was able to show her natura
talent as a conedy actress as Ernestina bringing | aughs fromthe audience
t hroughout especially at the end of the show havi ng caught Rudol ph. It was
nice to see that Arthur Harris had yet again got hinself a "star" part
(how does he al ways manage this?) as the judge.

The chorus singing throughout was very good and there were sone nice

nmovenents and staging in the chorus. Before the Parade" was particularly
good, hel ped by the distinctive costunmes and groupi ngs whi ch worked very
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well. The nmen's chorus worked well together in the "Waiters Gall op" but were
very ragged in "Hello Dolly" which on Friday had sone peopl e | aughi ng rather
spoiling the monment. However they coped very well with the sinple
choreography in "It Takes a Wnen".

In this production, by John Asher, | would have liked to have seen the three
menbers of the stage crew who cane on stage during the action dressed in
sinmpl e costune. The three nodern black clad figures distracted fromthe
action.

Overall this was a very well performed show, very colourful, enhanced by
beauti ful costumes and a stunning set and was nuch appreciated by the Friday
ni ght audi ence.

Thank you, St.Al bans for the invitation and for a very enjoyabl e eveni ng.
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