National Operatic and Dramatic Association London Area

&5 S, Society : St. Al bans Operatic Society

Fm=—m", Production : Charlie & Al gernon
f-' f Date : June 2000
L ) # Venue : The Maltings Theatre
;3,_‘:;’-3' Reportby : Colin Self & Lennie Report

Most nusical plays tend to be frothy and light hearted. in a very few such
as Bl ood Brothers and Man of La Mancha there is a chance for sonme powerful
dramatic acting and this production can be put into the latter category. It
gave the society a chance to show that they have talented actors as well as
singers within their organisation. The subject nmatter of the nentally

handi capped. even in this day and age, is still a difficult one for nost
people to handle and is to the full credit of the cast that it was handl ed
synpat hetically. Director Julian Evans can be justly proud of this
producti on.

John Dell as Charlie was magnificent, and proved that he was as superb an
actor as he is a singer. He had obviously done a great deal of studying to
copy the mannerisns of the character. The hand twi sting, the flat footed,
open | egged wal k, the open nouth effective draw . kept up when singing,
convi nced the audi ence that this was i ndeed a nmental |y handi capped person.

The slow transfornmation after the operati on was good, the wal k becane | ess
flat footed and the “Charlie and Al gernon” nunber was very enjoyabl e and
wel | appreciated by the audi ence. The regression back was a little too fast
for ny taste, the gestures being brought back into play a little later may
have i nproved the transformation, but the scene with Alice in Il really
Loved You” was perfect and | was convinced that as Alice wal ked of f stage
she was cryi ng.

Charl otte Rhodes-Chanberlain is a very talented strai ght actress. She gave
an excellent portrayal of Alice with all the synpathy and tenderness
necessary during the first scenes and the nonent when she fell in love with
Charlie was beautifully played. She sang well. “Watever Tine There Is” was
particularly fine but would have had nore inpact if it was not sung in the
nodern pop idiombut the notes were given their proper val ue.

There were very nice characterisations from dive Wbb and Ross Maci nnes as
the two Doctors. Clive being the nore dedicated to the experinent and Ross
bei ng nore synpathetic to Charlie. Their diction was excellent and they sang

well with Charlie. | particularly liked the hesitation used by Clive when
he answer phone was used (he obviously had an aversion to using those
machi nes) .

Jane Foster gave an excellent performance as the Bronx Jewi sh Ms. Donner

gi ving so nuch synpathy and tenderness to Charlie and her scene with Charlie
at the end of Act 3 was particularly noving. He accent and gestures were
extrenely good.

Peter Barker and Stella Eastwood worked well together as Frank and Lita.
“Mdnight Riding” was well sung and there was a nice interaction in their
scenes with Charlie. | felt that Lita could have done with a nore figure
hugging dress to help portray her character in this song and Frank did get
hi nsel f upstage of Charlie around the bar which | ooked a little nessy.

Congratul ati ons to Adam Mclnnes for his fine performance as young Charlie,
wi th Jane Watkinson and Nick Clark as his parents.
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Overall the staging was extrenely good, use of nedical white coats for the
stage crew was very effective and at no tinme was the action held up whil st
props were being put on stage. | liked the use of gobos and back projection
to help in some of the scenes but nore definite lighting or better grouping
woul d have been nore effective in one scene where the Doctors and Charlie
and the famly was on stage together as it was difficult to picture Charlie
in a flashback with the two doctors still lit

Musi cal Director G aham Thomson nai ntai ned the hi gh standard associated with
St. Al bans Qperatic society. Overall the band was unobtrusive and di d not
over power the singing although on the sane level due to the lack of a pit.

It is such a pity that such a splendid performance as this was m ssed by so
many of the general public. | know that there were many nore attractions
avail abl e on Saturday ni ght especially in Europe but nmy heart went out to
the cast playing to so few people, the majority of themfromthe operatic
society, and it is to their credit that they gave such an admrable

per f or mance.

Thank you for a nost entertaining and thought provoking eveni ng
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